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RENU MEHTA
Queens Park

THE scene at the Queen’s Park seemed
a little different than usual this week.
The noise of the crowd and the laugh-

ter of children was replaced by a more somber
mood as hundreds of Indian Canadians gath-
ered here to pay homage to the victims of re-
cent bombings in Mumbai. 

Organized by Canadian ‘Friends of India’,
the public condolence meeting was held on
July 25. A series of blasts in Mumbai left al-
most 200 dead and injuring over 700 people.

“Friends of India want to pay homage to
the victims and offer our deepest sympathies
to the city as well as praise Mumbaikars for
the secular spirit and the courage shown in
the aftermath of this despicable act”, said Ajit
Someshwar, former president of the Indo
Canada Chamber of Commerce and key or-
ganizer of the event.

“We are registering our passive complaint
to condemn terrorism. We also ask the Cana-
dian government to have their foreign policies
aligned towards democracy. We want to cre-
ate awareness in the Canadian media that
there are people out there who are against
peace and creating terror”, he added.

People lit candles and each person an-
nounced a victim’s name who was killed in

the bombings. An audio visual presentation
of the Mumbai bombings was also shown on
a large screen. 

Muriel Alvarez, who had gone to Mumbai
to attend a wedding with her 82-year-old
mother, was also present at the meet.  

“It was terrible after the bombings. We
were unable to find transportation to reach
home and it took us hours. The next day, we
had to fly back to Toronto and Mumbai was
calm and organized. I have to praise the city
for its resilience”, she said. 

There were several dignitaries including

the Indian Consul General Satish C. Mehta,
Harinder Takhar, Minister of Small Business
and Enterpreneurship, Dr Kuldip Khullar,
MPP and Dr Bhudendra Doobay from the
Vishnu Mandir in Richmond Hill. Also pre-
sent on behalf of the Canadian government
was Hugh Segal, Chair of the Senate Foreign
Affairs Committee.

“On behalf of the Prime Minister of
Canada, I express our solidarity for the un-
speakable horror unleashed upon our Indian
brothers and sisters. All Canadians stand with
the Indo-Canadian community, who have

made tremendous contribution to the vibrant
economy of Canada, in condemning the at-
tacks”, he said.

Another condolence meet was organized
on July 22 by the Canadian Hindu community
in front of the Indian Consulate in Toronto. 

The vigil organized by the Canadian
HOPE and Hindu Conference of Canada and
supported by Sanatan Sanstha, Hindu
Dharmic Mission and Hindu Arts and Culture
society demanded that the Indian government
take action to protect Indian citizens.

Speakers included Anil V. Shringi of Cana-
dian HOPE, Ron Banerjee of the Hindu Con-
ference of Canada, Nirvan Balkissoon of
Hindu Arts & Culture, Dewang Gadaya of
Sanatan Sangstha, and Pandit Suraj Persaud
of Hindu Dharmic Mission.

The community blamed the current UPA
government for gross appeasement of terror-
ists, and for continuing unproductive peace
talks with the Islamic Republic of Pakistan. 

Peter Kent, the founding producer/host
of The Journal and Conservative Party mem-
ber also spoke at the event. Organizers also
read out letters of condolence from the
Canadian Jewish Congress and Bnai Brith
and Liberal Member of Parliament Gurbax
Singh Malhi.
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